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Foreword

Dawo Art in 30 Years
Dr. Xia Kejun, Philosopher

2001 Graduated from Wuhan University, Doctor of Philosophy

2003 — 2004 Studied abroad at University of Freiburg , Germany

2005 - 2006 Student of Professor Jean-Luc Nancy in University of Strasbourg, France
Since 2007 Teaching in Wen Xue Yuan of Renmin University of China

This exhibition pays tribute to Mr. Zhang Dawo, a seventy-year-old artist living in China/Australia, for being the most
enduring, the most representative and the most accomplished master in the search of contemporary calligraphic
art and writing, in present China. Throughout his thirty years of practice, he makes important contributions in the
conversion of ink writing from traditional to modern art. This exhibition presents the entire evolution of Dawo’s
artistic pathway.

Based on ink strokes, Dawo’s work releases calligraphic art from its traditional boundaries. In the early stage in
the 1980s, he tried to trace the origin of Chinese hieroglyphic characters without being confined to the shape or
meaning of existing characters. By doing so, he enriched the pictographs and innovated the lyrical texture of the
calligraphy.

At the beginning of the 1990s, Mr. Zhang settled in Australia and began his unique creation of 'Dawo Miaomo'
(Chinese ink art). By virtue of his fathomless imagination, he used the concentrated ink foam to spurt out the
lifeless ink into forceful images, which though abstract, still allude to nature’s illusions, as if like a dragon or clouds.
His works seem to be syncopated music, like the dance of nature, awakening the willpower long concealed in
Chinese civilization. His brush strokes go through the mirror of tradition to reflect the contemporary world and
boundless vitality.

After 2000, Dawo adopted a new style — 'Tushouxian' (barehanded lines), which allows the lines of Chinese
ink to be independent and self-assured, while preserving the “flying white” (space) which features in traditional
calligraphy. The images are as if shooting from the ground, or falling from the skies. The strength and flexibility
lying in the strokes take us right through the ancient and modern times of Chinese culture as well as humanity and
nature.

The latest series 'Shengming Xuanxian® (life archeline) departs totally from the abstract defined in Western
paintings. It expresses life’s energetic essence in nature and thus deviates from the common trend of abstract
painting. ‘The suppleness of the brush gives birth to the magic of ink art.” Giving birth to his brush, the ‘wild lines’
interact and intermingle with the “flying space” . Dawo presents here his signature rhythm, like the sound of heaven.

Dawo’s ink lines have overcome the notion that there is no true line in nature. Nature may not have true geometrical
lines, but lines of growth are ubiquitous. The cursive lines that Dawo uses are laden with natural elements, in
harmony with the natural pace, showing its soft and free growing force.

Dawo’s works can be regarded as an example of how traditional calligraphy metamorphoses to contemporary

art. His works, inspired by calligraphy, heading for modern writing art, reaching the essence of nature, can be an
inspirational source for us to conceive another modernity of Art.

FF | Foreword
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About Zhang Dawo

Born in 1942, Beijing/Australian calligrapher and visual artist, Zhang Dawo is known for his many facets of art
including photography. His work is represented in many national and international public, corporate and private

collections, notably, Rupert Murdoch.

Dawo's artistic nature is deeply rooted in the ancient culture of Jin-Shi (artistic etching and engraving of symbols
and writing on metal and stone - 4000 BC), at the same time he has a fiery ambition of pushing the frontier of

contemporary art.

For the first 40 years of his life he totally immersed himself in traditional forms. Since 1982, he has overcome
the classical barrier, by moving from the two dimensional into the three dimensional, a visual revolution made
largely possible by the rearrangement of the spatial construction and the use of different tones of ink on special
calligraphic paper. An example of this modern calligraphy is 'Ce’ (Volume) which is considered as being "in the

period of present day Chinese art renaissance, unique and one of the most creative pieces of work".

After 1990 Dawo's work crossed the boundary of modern calligraphy into modern art pushing its frontier with
the ink medium. 'Dawo Miaomo', his own exclusive artwork, has completely moved away from the recognisable
characters. It is "a form of unique Eastern abstract art with unsurpassable quality"; the style is "free and fluid",
graceful and vivid: a forceful expression of romanticism and mysticism of the Oriental. A good example is the

'‘Dragon's Resplendence’, one of the five pieces of his work included in the collection of the British Museum.

The exhibition, ‘Brushes with surprise’ the art of calligraphy in modern China, has been organized by this
Museum. All the leading Chinese calligraphers, fifty in all, of the past half century are represented, including

Mao Zedong.

Dawo, one of the 25 living calligraphers, has been featured as the leading avant-garde in this exhibition. Other

corporate and private collectors include Ford Foundation and Rupert Murdoch.
Dawo is a member of the Association of Chinese Calligraphers and the Committee member of the Society of
Modern Calligraphy and Painting (China). He is the founder of the Australian Society of East-West Art, Writing

and Modeling and co-founder of the studio 'Devil Art'.

Since 1985 Zhang Dawo has participated in many national and international exhibitions, solo and group

exhibitions.

BAMIR AT | About Zhang Dawo
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FHZE 001
Music from the Sphere 001

32cmx32cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
A KR

2000

12 | Miao Mo

wE FHER
Miao Mo, The Past Glory

67 cmx 67.5cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
A KR

1996
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Mico Mo 0126

47 cmx 49 cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
HAIKE

1997

10 £ | Miao Mo
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Mico Mo 0129

47 cmx 49 cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
W €

1994

W& | Mico Mo
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Micao Mo 0198

68 cmx 68 cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
HRAIKE

1997
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% FEFede 007
'Bi Zou Long She' 007

82cmx295¢cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
HARIKE

2007
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#ZREVE % 001
The Xian of Nature 001

50cmx 228 cm
Chinese ink on xuan paper

AR
1998
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Miao Mo, Impression of Iceland 058

55cmx55¢cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
HARIKE

2002
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Propulsion 007

69 cmx 136.5cm
Chinese ink on xuan paper

HAIK =
1997
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7K %88 002
Water Village 002

67 cmx 133 cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
AR E

1998

W& | Mico Mo 25
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Miao Mo 0016 - The Perplexity of Xian

64.5cmx 130 cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
RAKE

1996

26 & | Miao Mo % | Miao Mo 27



WE Rz
Miao Mo, Flower Power in the Rock

69 cmx 137 cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
AR R

1998

28 #H#& | Mico Mo & | Mico Mo 29
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#EF 48 | Barehanded Lines

PN
Big Bird

83cmx89cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
ATk 2=

2006

R EER
Wayang Kulit

177 cmx 93.5cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
RKAKE

1998
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REEREF
The Echo from Heaven

96 cmx 180.5cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
A KR

2010
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€F 4% 001
Barehanded Lines 001

134 cmx 67 cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
HRAIKE

2006
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Choreography Barehanded Lines 076

68cmx 139 cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
A IKER

2007

38 f#EF4 | Barehanded Lines £ F 4 | Barehanded Lines 39
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SR EFHR 078
Choreography Barehanded Lines 078

68.5cmx 138 cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
A KR

2007
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#EF 4 040
Barehanded Lines 040

67 cmx83cm
Chinese ink on xuan paper

A KR
2006
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Barehanded Lines 050

70cmx 137 cm
ﬂ 4 Chinese ink on xuan paper
' AR
- . 2009
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«figELy Z 8 004
'Chu-Gan' Xuan Tone 004

69 cmx 269 cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
A KR

2010

48 4R | Life Archeline w4 | Life Archeline 49



Life Archeline 0135

89 cmx 179 cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
HAKE

2011
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Life Archeline 0761 Amid the forest B

68cmx 131 cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
A IKER

2013

4248 | Life Archeline | Life Archeline 53
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Az 4R 001
Life Archeline 001
69 cmx 135.5cm
Chinese ink on xuan paper . ﬂiﬁfz.@i 003
Ak R Life Archeline 003
2011
69 cmx 131.5cm
Chinese ink on xuan paper
AR
2011
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Fiz4s 0032
Life Archeline 0032

110cmx 110cm
Chinese ink on xuan paper

AR EE
2011
e
H iy Z 4R 0036
Life Archeline 0036

110cmx110cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
HAIKE

2011
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Kz 4R 0037
Life Archeline 0037

110cmx 110cm
Chinese ink on xuan paper
A KR

2011

&4 075
Llfe Archeline 075

110cmx 110cm
Chinese ink on xuan paper
A K2

2011
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H %4z 020
Life Archeline 020

168 cmx 89 cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
A KR

2011

£ & %4 | Life Archeline 61
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} Millennium Love Letter 0242 ( Detail )



TFFE 0242
Millennium Love Letter 0242

20cmx 18 cm
Chinese ink on xuan paper
Ak E
1999
FH£158 0210
Millennium Love Letter 0210

33cmx22cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
KAk E

2009

64 TFAEIBE | Milennium Love Letter FHIEH | Milennium Love Letter 65



66

FIEiEE 0214
Millennium Love Letter 0214

32cmx21 cm
Chinese ink on xuan paper
A K2

2008

FEi52E | Millennium Love Letter

THFEFE 0218
Millennium Love Letter 0218

32cmx 21 cm
Chinese ink on xuan paper
AR R

2008

FHEIEZE | Millennium Love Letter 67



FHEIEFE 0167 FERESE 0215

Millennium Love Letter 0167 Millennium Love Letter 0215
29cmx19cm 29cmx19cm
Chinese ink on xuan paper Chinese ink on xuan paper
AR AR
2009 2009

68 FEIEE | Millennium Love Letter FEEZE | Millennium Love Letter 69



FE1EE 0079 FEFEE 0112

Millennium Love Letter 0079 Millennium Love Letter 0112
30cmx21 cm 29 cmx 21 cm
Chinese ink on xuan paper Chinese ink on xuan paper
HAIKE AR R
2013 2003

70 FEEH | Milennium Love Letter FF15#% | Millennium Love Letter 71



FEEf5E 013
Millennium Love Letter 013

29cmx19cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
HARIKE

2000

FHEIEZE | Millennium Love Letter 73



TEI5E gy 021
Millennium Love Letter, paired, 021

32cmx42.5¢cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
A IKE

2012

74 FE5E | Millennium Love Letter FHEIEE | Millennium Love Letter 75
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Millennium Love Letter, paired 0211

21.5cmx32.5¢cm
Chinese ink on xuan paper

HAIKE
2012

76 FEIEE | Millennium Love Letter
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Millennium Love Letter, paired, 024

33cmx42.5¢cm

Chinese ink on xuan paper
HAIKE

2012

78 T4 | Millennium Love Letter FHEH | Milennium Love Letter 79
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3812 Contemporary Art Projects was founded by Mr. Mark Peaker and Mr. Calvin Hui in 2010; their
shared passion to create a contemporary art space in Hong Kong that catered to new and upcoming
Asian artists by providing them with large art space to display their works. Since inception, the gallery
has hosted numerous art exhibitions and is now recognized as Hong Kong’s leading contemporary art

platform for Asian art.

The name 3812 was chosen after a group of friends skied in the famous Vallée Blanche (The White
Valley) in Chamonix, France. The entrance to this off piste run is a long precarious ridge 3812 metres
above sea level. Descending in the shadow of Mont Blanc, as we carved our turns in the powder snow,

perhaps as an artist yields his brush upon the canvas, the inspiration for 3812 was born; the name is in

homage to that day in the mountains.

BREMEE
CONTEMPORARY
ART PROJECTS

B K B i Opening Hours : BEH—ZEHA MontoFr
10:00 am - 8:00 pm
BEHA -HEARBHEEAN
Sat, Sun and Public Holidays by Appointment only
E &% Telephone : +8522153 3812
#h 5t Address : EHREMIIE 129 1048
10/F, 12 Wong Chuk Hang Road, Hong Kong
E E Email : info@3812cap.com
#4 1k Website : www.3812cap.com
Facebook : www.facebook.com/3812cap

3812 iTIEE © MRiEFTH » BEMR
©3812 Contemporary Art Projects. All rights reserved. 2015
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